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Steve Goldberger sits at the console of his 32-track recording board. (Mike Balsom)

The Icebreakers Comedy Festival headlining show, starring Shaun Majumder at 
White Oaks Resort and Spa, raised $1,200 for Pathstone Mental Health, while local 
comic Joe Pillitteri (above) filled the Jackson-Triggs Estate Winery auditorium and 
raised money for his favourite charity, the Terry Fox Foundation. (Photo supplied)
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Old Winos to release new album with friends
Fans of the Old Winos 

house band on Friday nights 
at the Old Winery will have 
something to take home with 
them next weekend. 

Band leader and bassist 
Steve Goldberger, drummer 
Dave Norris and guitarist 
Mike Glatt will hold a CD re-
lease party Friday, Feb. 7 for 
The Old Winos & Friends, 
a new collection of 11 songs 
based on their popular Fri-
day night residency that be-
gan in 2012.

Goldberger explains that 
the Friday “rambles” began 
as a country complement 
to the Niagara Rhythm Sec-
tion’s Saturday residency, 
now in its 16th year in town, 
after stops at the Anchorage 
and Corks. 

As with Saturday nights, 
the Old Winos, as Friday’s 
band is known, welcome a 
different guest each weekend. 
It makes for an eclectic mix 
of originals and cover tunes 
that changes completely from 
week to week. The calendar in 
Goldberger’s studio is already 
filled with guest slots booked 
until mid-May. Some of Can-
ada’s best musicians contact 
him frequently, looking for a 
chance to play with the band. 
The popularity of the gig, 
however, has meant that Gold-
berger sometimes can’t find a 
weekend that works mutually.

The new album of roots 
music has been more than a 
year in the making, explains 
Goldberger at his home stu-
dio, known as the Shed. The 
basic tracks were recorded 
by Goldberger, Norris and 
Glatt. As guests would arrive 
for their appearances with 
the Old Winos, Goldberger 
would invite them to the stu-
dio to lay down their parts.

Sitting at the console 
of his 32-track recording 
board, Goldberger begins 
by playing some songs from 
another album he is working 
on, a collection of New Orle-
ans-style original Christmas 
songs with the Johnny Max 
Band. The sound is original, 
and powerful. 

He then cues up a few 
of the songs that made the 
cut on The Old Winos & 
Friends. The album includes 
one original and 10 covers 
of songs by the likes of Steve 
Earle, John Hiatt, Bob Dylan, 

Rodney Crowell and Buck 
Owens. 

It begins with the origi-
nal Weekends with the Lo-
cal Fringe, hearkening back 
to his early days gathering 
local Niagara musicians to-
gether to jam and party. It 
perfectly captures the rag-tag 
anything-goes spirit of the 
group’s residency at the Old 
Winery. 

Someday, from Earle’s 
1986 debut album, features 
background vocals from 
Laurel Minnes and Dory 
Karr. It’s a somewhat slowed-
down version of the song 
about breaking free from the 
mundane, with Goldberg-
er singing lead and adding 
some touches on the organ. 

Frequent Friday guest 
Marty Allen lends his John-
ny Cash-styled vocals to the 
truck-driving song Six Days 
on the Road, made famous 
in 1963 by Dave Dudley. It’s 
a romping travelogue, fea-
turing pedal steel player C.J. 
Altmann (Tim Hicks’ band), 
five-time Canadian Coun-
try Music Association fid-
dle player of the year Shane 
Guse, and Juno-nominated 
guitar player Wendell Fer-
guson. Allen also sounds ex-
actly like Cash on I Walk the 
Line (Revisited), a Rodney 
Crowell update on the out-
law country classic. 

Having done a few Jim-
my Buffett tribute nights 
at  the Old Winery, it was a 
no-brainer for Goldberger 
to take on one of his songs. 
He was surprised to discov-
er, however, that the one he 
chose, the tropical-flavoured 
ballad Lovely Cruise, was ac-
tually written by little-known 
songwriter Jonathan Baham.

He cues up a very inter-
esting take on the melan-
choly Bee Gees classic, To 
Love Somebody. Goldberger 
trades lead vocals on this 
track with C.J. Altman, local 
singer Laurel Minnes, and 
country-folk artist Katherine 
Wheatley. An 11-voice choir, 
consisting of frequent Friday 
guests (Serena Pryne, Blair 
Packham, Gayle Ackroyd 
et. al.), accompanies them 
throughout the song. 

When asked about the 
choice of a Bee Gees song for 
a roots-based album, Gold-
berger says “a great song is a 
great song,” and asserts that 
this one qualifies. He adds 
that before taking on a cover, 

he purposely doesn’t listen to 
the original beforehand in an 
effort to more easily place his 
own stamp on it. And believe 
it or not, the band doesn’t re-
hearse, either before heading 
into the studio, or onto the 
stage. That spontaneity comes 
through on every one of the 
11 songs on this collection.

Other highlights on the 
album include the instru-
mental Buck Owens tune, 
Happy Go Lucky Guitar, a 
faithful version of Dylan’s 
Just Like Tom Thumb’s Blues, 
Katherine Wheatley’s origi-
nal number, Hallelujah, and 
Looking for a Heartache Like 
You, written by Buddy and 
Julie Miller, with Jim Lauder-
dale.

Other well-known local 
musicians also appear on the 
album, including saxophon-
ist Jim Gay, percussionist 
Penner McKay and pianist 
Doug Mundy. 

When the listening ses-
sion ends, Goldberger sits 
and talks about some of his 
favourite songwriters. It’s 
clear that to him, it’s the focus 
on songs and the songwriters 
behind them that brings him 
the most joy. 

Looking at the collection 
of vinyl records lining one 
wall of his studio space, he 
enthuses about the most re-

cent Rosanne Cash album, 
and flips through an impres-
sive collection of albums by 
Texas troubador Jerry Jeff 
Walker. He adds that one of 
his favourite songwriters is 
Nanci Griffith, another Tex-
as-raised singer-songwriter. 
His eyes light up when he 
thinks about the prospect of 
someday recording a full al-
bum of Griffith’s songs. 

Goldberger spends hours 
almost every night in the 
studio, mixing tracks on the 

console, laying down guitar, 
bass and keyboard licks for 
recordings, and practising on 
his recent acquisition, a beau-
tiful stand-up bass. The new 
instrument makes its way to 
the Old Winery some nights, 
but probably not for the CD 
release party next Friday. Af-
ter all, with the guests that 
may show up, there won’t be 
much room on the stage for 
the large bass.

The ninth annual Jimmy 
Buffet Tribute goes this Friday 

night, with dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
and the show starting at 9 p.m. 

Guests confirmed for the 
Feb. 7 album launch party 
include singer-guitarist Mar-
ty Allen, steel guitar player 
C.J. Altman and guitarist 
Andrew Aldridge, among 
others. The show begins  
at 9 p.m. The new CD, along 
with Goldberger’s back  
catalogue, including Niaga-
ra Rhythm Section releases,  
can be purchased through 
stevegoldberger.com.

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local
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to detail in all aspects of 
hair, Jenn’s passion for 
bridal up-dos and spe-
cial event styling show-
cases her talent.

Meet Cristina, Styl-
ist/Colourist and Own-
er. She has 15 years 
experience in scissor 
cutting, razor cutting, 
colouring and beau-
tifying in the hair in-
dustry. With train-
ing in RICA, Toni & 
Guy, Vidal Sassoon, 
Cezanne and many 

If you haven’t been to 
Swag Hair Company lo-
cated in Virgil, you are 
missing out!

The atmosphere in 
Swag is unique, unlike 
other salons and spas — 
from its modern design, 
layout and the products 
offered, right down to 
the music played. Not 
only does the salon  
offer the latest in hair 
trends for men and 
women, but it also  
provides a full-service 
spa. The team at Swag 
Hair Company are pas-
sionate, knowledgeable 
and believe in responsi-
ble beauty.

“We strive to give 
our clients 100 per cent 
of our craft each and  
every time they visit. 
The products we use in 
the salon and spa are as 
natural as possible to 
ensure the integrity of 
the hair, nails and skin.”

Swag Hair Compa-
ny has been in business 
since October 2016 and 
is growing rapidly. “We 
are thankful for the 
amazing support from 

our clientele and com-
munity and we would 
like to take this oppor-
tunity to introduce you 
to our highly skilled and 
artistic team.”

Meet Whitney, Es-
thetician/Skin Spe-
cialist/Lash and Brow 
Stylist. Whitney has 
more than 13 years of 
experience in aesthet-
ics and four years in  
lashing services. 

Her bubbly personal-
ity has her going above 
and beyond for her 

clients no matter what 
service they are having. 
Whitney’s professional-
ism is evident through 
continuously research-
ing her  industry and 
taking courses to ser-
vice clients to the best 
of her ability. She has a 
very holistic approach, 
believing in natural, 
nontoxic products such 
as RICA, Zoya and  
Wild Craft Skin Care. 
Pamper yourself with a  
spa treatment with 
Whitney and enjoy a 
relaxing experience.

Meet Nadia, Colour 
Specialist. Nadia has 
26 years experience in 
the hair industry, fo-
cusing her expertise 
in all colour services. 
With training in Ave-
da, Goldwell and RICA 
hair colour, her pas-
sion for her profession 
is shown through her 
techniques and creative 
talent. Nadia specializes 
in all aspects of colour 
and is constantly keep-
ing up to date with on-
going education so she 
can provide her clients 
with the newest and  
latest in hair colour and 
hair trends.

Meet Jenn, Stylist/
Colourist/Bridal Spe-
cialist. The newest 
member of the Swag 
team, Jenn brings with 
her almost 10 years 
of experience in the 
hair industry. She has 
trained with some of the 
most prestigious names, 
such as L’Oreal, Redken, 
and Schwarzkopf and is  
certified in hair exten-
sions. With her attention 

Whitney
Jenn

Nadia Cristina

504 Line 2 Rd, Virgil | 289 868 8600 | swaghaircompany@gmail.com
www.swaghaircompany.ca Swag Hair Co. swaghairco504

The Lash & Brow Bar
Available at

• Lash Extensions • Lash Lifts • Tinting • Brow Design • Facials • Spray Tans
• Manicures • Pedicures - amongst many other esthetic services

Bring this in and Receive 20% OFF any esthetic service
*Cannot be combined with any other offer    *One per client

Reserve your appointments today!

SPECIALIZING IN

more under her belt, 
she is meticulous in  
her craft.  Cristina dis-
covered RICA, a line 
from Italy with a mot-
to that fits in with her 
vision for the salon. 
Cristina is passionate 
about hair and it can 
be seen through her 
excitement, creativity, 
knowledge and profes-
sionalism.

“We’ve got you cov-
ered, let our team pam-
per you from head to 
toe!” says Cristina.
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In the beginning, 
they were neighbours, 
two families living a 
couple of blocks apart in 
a new neighbourhood in 
the small town of Virgil. 

The Eymanns and 
Spiones have long his-
tories in the region and 
large extended fami-
lies. Both families have 
strong family bonds 
and over time, the fam-
ilies developed strong 
bonds with each other. 
They have shared values 
including a passion for 
their community and a 
passion for good food 
and drink. 

In time, the circle 
grew and came to in-
clude another cousin 
and family. 

As time passed, all 
shared a growing pas-
sion and drive to open a 
unique, quality restau-
rant in their own back-
yard, the town of Virgil. 
They focused on a long 
unused and somewhat 
derelict building. One 
that, although centrally 
located, had been un-
occupied by any busi-
ness for decades and 

was being overrun with 
trees and other vegeta-
tion (growing inside!). 
This was to become 
the site of both a new 
restaurant and the re-
birth of a historic Virgil 
building. 

Their shared strong 
family focus drove 
them to aspire to open 
a restaurant in which 
their guests would feel 
warm and welcomed, as 
though they too were a 
part of the family. 

The kitchen would 
be open and visible to 
create the sense of be-
ing welcomed into their 
home. 

The families also 
share a desire to pro-
vide the best in all as-
pects of the restaurant. 
The attention to detail 
in the ambiance, the 
decor, the equipment 
and the menu is evi-
dent and designed to 
showcase their passion 
for the restaurant. 

Bricks & Barley 
sources local ingredi-
ents directly from local 
farms. 

A stage is included to 

showcase local live en-
tertainment. The bever-
age menu is highlighted 
by the best in local wine 
and craft beer. 

Before opening its 
doors Bricks & Barley 
became a sponsor and 
supporter of local sports 
teams. The desire to pro-
vide the perfect meeting 
spot for sports teams 
and sports fans to come 
unwind, bond and share 

a delicious quality meal 
is a focal point of the 
restaurant. 

Bricks and Barley, a 
new establishment built 
to revive a site and born 
from a love and passion 
for food, family and 
friends. 

They welcome you to 
their family, their kitch-
en, their hearts and hope 
to be a part of your fam-
ily as you grow together!

Executive Chef Jeremy (Clark) Gilligan, Owner John Eymann, Owner Marco Spione, and General Manager Christie Devos. 
Missing from the photo is owner Michael Frendo.

1573 FOUR MILE CREEK RD., NOTL 
905-468-8808   |   BRICKSANDBARLEY.CA

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

Grand Opening Party 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 

25TH - 11 AM
Live Entertainment with 
Vinyl Flux at 9:30 pm
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